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A prayer for April . ..
O God Forgive wus

Of Easter Bl ess wus

Of suffering Laenadd jucsy
Of Samuel andH®lapiws

We believe i HS¥oWws

We trust inSYpRrise us
We seek to pITé‘é§em6‘dh
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It wasThe Byrds a folk/pop
group from the sixties, who put the
Old Testament book of Ecclesiaste
gp Vvjg ocr kp vaga
they released a song based on a
poem in Ecclesiastes chapter 3.
Kvéu ¢ rqgqgo Yyj ks
the certainties of life and it begins

For everything there is a
time, and for every activity
under the heavens, a season:
a time to be born and a time
to die,
a time to plant and a time to
uproot,
a time to kill and a time to
fgecn. r
Ecclesiastes is not the most
cheerful of books, and if you were
to read it through you might be
forgiven for ending up thinking
about your own life, and asking the
questioneeKu Vvj ku kv A
vg nqggm hgtyctfF
The good news is that the writer
of Ecclesiastes lived long before thg
coming of Jesus. Had he lived in
Jesus day he might have adopted a
different tone entirely, because
the message of Easter is a huge
®Pqg kv ku pqgv#R

We know from reading about
Jesus in the Gospels that his
coming heralded in a
_, new way of seeing
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ecnngf
Kingdom of
sl g f 60 “I have called you rlends
fTisihéddvu ewnvwt g yjgp
Kingdom was characterized by two
things - the godly values of justice,

prace, argl bapa) and the creagiongf g h
a new community where people re-

ally did care for each other, and for

the world in which they lived.

Of course, there will always be
cynics who, at the time, might well
have said

aeCj . dwv kv
Jesus crucified, and all his
followers scattered?
And is not this the fate of any
movement that sets out to
change the realities of life in a
fallen world?
Kvéu cnn xgt{ ygnn
Utopia, but it never lasts.
Ko7 %5 %In% %S
vEARQIV V] CV vVijig
end with Jesus death. As Wolfgang
Pannenberg, the 20"Century
theologian, says, if Jesus Christ rose
from the dead, then he reallys Lord
of Heaven and Earth. And his new
Kingdom did last, and it spread
throughout the known world, and it
is still in evidence to this day.

It is because Jesus rose from the
dead that all things are still possible.
Even building a better worle
one that will last.

Much love
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Here's A Little Story . . .

It's Sunday afternoon just following our annual Youth Service, which hosts all of
the Uniform Organisations that use our halls. I'm pondering on the fact that while
some folk remarked that it was a lovely service, | wondered how many know about
the weeks which lead up to it each year? And, what did we learn today?

It's wonderful that we have so many young people using our halls each week, so
we are always thinking of ways in which we can engage, support, and show some o
Jesus' love into their groups. This event each year gives us youth workers an oppor
tunity to join each group (14 in total) and share something from the Bible. This year
our lovely theme was Friendship. We played a fun game which highlighted the
theme, and then talked about the friendship that Peter and Jesus shared. We talked
to the children about how Peter nearly ruined the friendship by denying Jesus on
Good Friday, and that we too often mess up in our own friendships. Doing 14 visits
multiple times a year can be a bit challenging; but talking openly with young people
about something so fundamentally human, has been a rewarding way to communi-
cate how much Jesus means to us personally. Which leads me to this morning's
service- when John, Emily and | were able to share how wonderfully Peter had beer
forgiven.

John taught us from John chapter 21 that not only did Jesus forgive Peter and
mend their friendship, but he confirmed his original plan that Peter would be the
rock on which he would build his church. Surely Peter would have been knocked ov
with such love and mercy! | got to thinking myseliow many times have | messed
up with God, and yet he's forgiven me! Not only does he forgive us when we mess
up, but he still gladly uses us to share the Good News, he still joyously calls us sons
and daughters of the King, and he still wants us to spend eternity with him! God is s
very good to us. | hope that just as Peter was utterly amazed at Jesus' love for him,
we too will be immensely impacted by God's unending love for us.

We sang a song nearer the end called "Here's A Little Story" by Fischy Music. It |
definitely stuck in my head now; but that's a good thin@pecause it holds a dear
truth: "Jesus never, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever gives egen when we mess
up!" - kenny

Vintage Vibes
At VINTAGE VOCALS we are tackling isolation and
ngpgnkpguu coqpi Vvjg gxgt
ht kgpfujkrO Eqog cngpi cCp
singing group, meet new friends, and rediscover
music through the decades

Liberton Kirk Centre, Kirkgate
From 11am to 1230pm on the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month
£3 min donatiord first taster session free
Contact O X k pXvkcdbggdld1 343 0955 or email hello@vintagevibes.org.uk
or phone me on 07986 230 833Linda Haggerty
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