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Our Theme for 2025 is “..as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24.15b)
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Early Beginnings
Liberton Kirk, located on a rise overlooking Edinburgh’s southern 
approaches, has Christian roots reaching back to the early medieval 
period. Worship on this site is thought to date to at least the 12th century, 
when the district formed part of lands connected to Holyrood Abbey.

Liberton Kirk has continued to evolve with its community:
Expanding youth and family ministry.
Developing a busy community café and outreach work.
Supporting mission partnerships locally and internationally.
Restoring and preserving historic buildings and grounds.
The kirk has developed its traditional style, embracing new expressions of 
ministry in an ever-changing city.

Liberton Today
Today Liberton Kirk remains:

A living congregation of the Church of Scotland.
A historic landmark with deep parish roots.
A community hub, o�ering welcome, fellowship, and service.
A place of worship, prayer, and pastoral support.
Nestled between heritage and modern Edinburgh life, Liberton Kirk 
stands as a witness to more than 800 years of Christian presence, 
continuing its mission to serve God and neighbour.
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Christmas Blessings, Books and the Word Made Flesh 
I cannot 
even begin 
to tell you 
how many 
books I have 
piled up in 
my house—
most of 
them 
generously 
given to me 

over the past year. This 
Christmas, as I look around, one 
thing is abundantly clear with the 
opening words of the chorus from 
the infamous Mariah Carey: all I 
want for Christmas is not 
necessarily a Christmas tree that 
I so desperately need, but rather 
another bookshelf! I can only 
imagine how many trees have 
been cut down to make these 
books. I’ve been fortunate to 
receive (or acquire) so many this 
year that my shelves are 
overflowing.
However, as much as it might 
seem like a simple clutter 
problem, each book represents 
something far more significant: a 
new perspective gained, a 
challenge overcome, or a piece of 
wisdom discovered. Just as a full 
bookshelf is not a sign of excess, 
but a record of purposeful 
growth, so too was the past year.
We often think of Christmas as 
the end of a chapter—it falls at 
the close of the year and invites 
reflection—but it’s truly about the 

ultimate beginning: the Word 
made flesh.
Here’s what the Prophet Isaiah 
declared centuries ago, 
foretelling the coming of the 
Saviour who would lie in a 
manger:
“For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”                    Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
This Christmas is a time to look 
back and see our Saviour’s hand 
at work in each of our lives. When 
Christ entered the world, He did 
not merely come to dwell with His 
creation—He came to bring new 
life. In the names that Isaiah gives 
to that little baby born in 
Bethlehem, we glimpse the heart 
of our Heavenly Father, who 
desires not just to be near His 
people, but to cause His divine 
love to sprout and bloom within 
us.
May this Christmas not only 
remind us of what has been, but 
also invite us to make space in 
our hearts for what God is still 
doing—writing, renewing, and 
revealing His love through the 
Word made flesh.
Happy Christmas to you and your 
loved ones, Christ is born!
Yours in Christ,
Elliot
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Prayer for December
Father God, in the final month of this 
year, we look back over all that has 
happened.
In both the good and the bad, we look 
in thanks at Your provision.
For You have always provided for us,
from the beginning of the world,
to the end of days.
And during this advent time, we 
reflect on the birth of Your son, Jesus.
But praise Him as a risen man.
In His name, Amen.

Prayer for January

Father, we let our roots grow deep in 
You, and You nurture us.
For each day you protect and lead us,
showing us how to live.
For in our lowest moments, You 
support us,
so we praise You wholeheartedly,
giving all glory and honour to You.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
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BIBLES FOR BAIRNS
A free Bible for every child born in 
Scotland! 
Babies born in Scotland in 2025 can 
now be registered for “Bibles for 
Bairns”, a scheme run by the Scottish 
Bible Society.   
On their first birthday they will receive 
a Share a Story Bible, gift-wrapped, and 
a hand-written birthday card, which will 
have been sent with a prayer.   
They will receive bible-related gifts and 
cards on their next three birthdays and when they are five 
they will receive a final card and a childrenʼs bible.
This is a free scheme, and parents, grandparents, relatives 
and friends can register babies, as long as the parents give 
their permission.
Register now at www.bible.scot/bfb
or pick up a leaflet with registration form from the church or 
the Kirk Centre entrance.

Dr Christopher Rush
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Christmas Services at Liberton Kirk
Memorial Service for the Bereaved

Wednesday 10th December, 7pm (in church) A gentle service for those 
finding Christmas di�icult after losing a loved one.
Tea or co�ee afterwards for those who wish to stay.

Service of Lessons and Carols
Wednesday 17th December, 7:30pm (in church & on Zoom) 

Sing well-known hymns, enjoy beautiful choir carols, 
and hear the Christmas story.  Seasonal refreshments afterwards.

Family Nativity Service
Sunday 21st December, 11am (in church & on Zoom) 
All-age service with young people, led by Emily & Laura.

Big Carol Sing
Sunday 21st December, 7pm (Anderson Hall) 

Informal, fun, and full of favourite carols.
Bring friends & neighbours! Refreshments provided.

Christingle Service
Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December, 4pm

Especially for young children & families. 
Bring an orange if you’d like to make a Christingle!

Watchnight Service
Christmas Eve, 11:15pm carols, 11:30pm service

(in church & on Zoom) Celebrate the birth of Jesus together.

Christmas Day Service
Christmas Morning, 10:30am (in church & on Zoom) 

Children are invited to bring one of their new toys!

All-Age Services
Sunday 28th December & Sunday 4th January, 10:30am

(in church & on Zoom)
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Monday 1st  9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
 7.30pm Guild meets in Anderson Hall
 7.30pm Explorer Scouts in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 2nd  9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a 
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer
 9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in McDonald Room  

2.30pm Service in Liberton Brae Care Home
5pm-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall

 5.15-6.15pm 93rd Rainbows in Small Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd Brownies in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd A Brownies in Small Hall
 7.30-9pm Carols Choir Rehearsal in the Kirk
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
Wed. 3rd    10am-12noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd C Brownies in Small Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall
 7.30pm Gathering for Praise in the Wilson Hall
 7.30-9pm 93rd A Guides in Anderson Hall
Thursday 4th 2pm-4pm Senior Citizens’ Club in Anderson Hall
 7pm-9pm 93rd Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30-9pm Scouts in Recreation Hall
 7.30-9pm Rangers in Small Hall
Friday 5th 1pm-4.30pm  Warm Hub & IT Clinic in the Kirk Centre
 5.30-6.30pm   93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall
Saturday 6th 4-6pm Christmas Messy Church in the Kirk Centre
Sunday 7th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook

9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk

Diary December 25 
Kirkgate Café open in December Monday-Thursday 9am-
2pm till Wednesday 17th, 9am-12noon Thursday 18th.  
Also Tuesday 5pm-8pm and Wednesday 6pm-8pm till 

10th December.
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10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room
 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with 

Crèche and Sunday Club) 
Theme: The Way of Welcome

 Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
 6.30pm Café Church in Liberton Kirk Centre
Monday 8th 9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
 7.30pm Guild Christmas Social in Anderson Hall
 7.30pm Explorer Scouts in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 9th 9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer
 9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in Wilson Hall
 5pm-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall
 5.15-6.15pm  93rd Rainbows in Small Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd Brownies in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd A Brownies in Small Hall
 7.30-9pm  Carols Choir Rehearsal in the Kirk 
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
Wed. 10th 10am-12noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 11am Pram Praise in the Small Hall
 1.45pm Guild (with Liberton Primary School) in 

Anderson Hall
 6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall

7pm Memorial Service for the Bereaved in Kirk 
7.30-9pm 93rd A Guides in Anderson Hall

Thursday 11th 7pm-9pm 93rd Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30-9pm Scouts in Recreation Hall
Friday 12th 1pm-4.30pm  Warm Hub & IT Clinic in the Kirk Centre
 5.30-6.30pm  93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall
Saturday 13th 10am-1pm Christmas Decorations in the Kirk
 12noon-1pm  Carol Singing with SEECAT churches in 

Morrisons, Gilmerton Road
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Sunday 14th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook
9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk
10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room

 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with
Crèche and Sunday Club)

Theme: Sing a Song for the Coming Saviour
 Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
 6.30pm Café Church in Liberton Kirk Centre
Monday 15th 9am-12noon  Art Group in Recreation Hall
 12noon & 1pm  Booked Christmas lunches in Small Hall
 2 – 4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
 7.30-9pm Explorers in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 16th 9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer
 9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in Wilson Hall
 12noon & 1pm  Booked Christmas lunches in Small Hall
 5pm-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall 
 7.30 - 9pm Carols Choir Rehearsal in the Kirk  
Wed. 17th 10am-12noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 12noon & 1pm  Booked Christmas lunches in Small Hall
 6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall

7.30pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols in the 
Kirk and on Zoom

Thursday 18th 7.30pm Scouts’ Peace Light Service in Anderson 
Hall

Friday 19th   9.30am Gracemount Primary School Service in the 
Kirk

 5.30-6.30pm  93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall

Sunday 21st 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook
 9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk

10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room
 11am All-age Nativity Service in the Kirk and 

on Zoom
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 Theme: Nativity
 Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
 7pm Big Carol Sing in the Kirk Centre
Tuesday 23rd  9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in Wilson Hall
 2.30pm Service in Guthrie House Care Home
Wed. 24th CHRISTMAS EVE

4pm Christingle Service in the Kirk
 11.15 for 11.30pm  Watchnight Service in the Kirk and 

on Zoom
Thursday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
 10.30am All-age Christmas Morning Service in the 

Kirk and on Zoom
Sunday 28th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook
 10.30am Joint All-age Service in the Kirk and on 

Zoom
 Theme: God came down to earth, but why?
 Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
Tuesday 30th 1pm (Mulled Wine/Mince Pie Reception from 12.30pm)
  Annual Philomusica New Year’s Concert in
  the Kirk.

Sunday Morning Worship
9.30am and 11am

Everybody is most welcome at both services. The first service is a short 
traditional service and the second is contemporary family worship with 
programmes for the children in the nearby church halls. Sound and vision are 
also piped into a side room in the church for parents with young children and 
toys are available (for the children). There is a loop system for those who use a 
hearing aid. The second service is also on Zoom—for access details contact 
rollkeeper@libertonkirk.net

Annual Memorial Service
Our annual memorial service will be held on Wednesday 10th December at 7pm.   
This service is especially for people who find the thought of Christmas 
celebrations di�icult without a loved one who has died, or for those whose 
memories of long-lost loved ones can be painful at this time of year.   There will 
be flyers available from mid-November to give to anyone you know who might 
find this service comforting.    Everyone is welcome.   There will be a cup of tea 
or co�ee afterwards for anyone who wishes to stay. 
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Sunday 4th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook
10.30am Joint All-age Service in Kirk and on Zoom

 Theme: Trusting God for the year ahead
Preacher:   Elliot Mitchell

 7pm Big Idea New Year’s Service at Ferniehill 
Evangelical Church (speaker: Elliot 
Mitchell)

Monday 5th  9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 6th  9am-5pm Prayer space in Kirk House with a gathering 

at 12noon for joint prayer 
9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in McDonald Room

 2.30pm Service in Liberton Brae Care Home
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
Wed. 7th  10am-noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall

6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
Thursday 8th 9am-2pm Kirkgate Café

2pm-4pm Senior Citizens’ Club in Anderson Hall
7.30-9pm Rangers in Small Hall

Friday 9th 1pm-4.30pm Warm Hub & IT Clinic in Kirk Centre
 5.30-6.30pm 93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall
Sunday 11th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook

9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk
10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room

 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with
Crèche and Sunday Club)

Theme: Baptised and Sent
Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
6.30pm Café Church in Liberton Kirk Centre

Diary January 26 

Kirkgate Café open in January Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm 
from Monday 5th.  Also Tuesday 5pm-8pm and Wednesday 

6pm-8pm from 13th January.
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Monday 12th 9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
 7.30pm Local Leadership Team in Wilson Hall
 7.30pm Explorer Scouts in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 13th 9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer

9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in McDonald Room
 5-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall
 5.15-6.15pm 93rd Rainbows in Small Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd A Brownies in Small Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd Brownies in Anderson Hall
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
Wed.14th 10am-noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 11am Pram Praise in the Small Hall
 6pm-7.15pm  Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd C Brownies in Small Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall
 7.30pm World Mission Team Mtg in Kirk House
 7.30pm Gathering for Praise in the Wilson Hall
 7.30-9pm 93rd A Guides in the Anderson Hall
Thursday 15th 2pm-4pm Senior Citizens’ Club in Anderson Hall

7pm-9pm 93rd Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30-9pm Scouts in Recreation Hall
Friday 16th 1pm-4.30pm  Warm Hub & IT Clinic in the Kirk Centre
 5.30-6.30pm   93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18TH-25TH JANUARY (WPCU) 

Sunday 18th 8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook
9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk
10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room

 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with
Crèche and Sunday Club)

Theme: Called to be Saints
Preacher: Fadz Laoshe

 6.30pm Café Church in Liberton Kirk Centre
Monday 19th 9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
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 2pm WPCU Service at St. Barnabas’ Church
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall
 7pm Guild Scottish Night in Anderson Hall

7.30pm Explorer Scouts in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 20th  9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer
 9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in McDonald Room
 5pm-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall
 5.15-6.15pm  93rd Rainbows in Small Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd Brownies in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd A Brownies in Small Hall
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
Wed. 21st   10am-12noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd C Brownies in Small Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall
 7.30-9pm 93rd A Guides in Anderson Hall
Thursday 22nd  2pm-4pm Senior Citizens’ Club in Anderson Hall
 7pm WPCU Service (SEECAT) in the Kirk
 7pm-9pm 93rd Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30-9pm Rangers in Small Hall
 7.30-9pm Scouts in Recreation Hall 
Friday 23rd 1pm-4.30pm  Warm Hub & IT Clinic in the Kirk Centre

 5.30-6.30pm  93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall
 7pm Scouts Burns Supper in Anderson Hall

Sunday 25th WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
8am Sunday reflection on Website and Facebook

 9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk
10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room

 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with 
Crèche and Sunday Club)

 Preacher: Norman Liddle, Scottish Bible Society
Services led by the World Mission Team

 6.30pm SEECOS Gathering for Worship and 
Fellowship at the Hub, led by Gracemount
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Monday 26th 9am-12noon Art Group in Recreation Hall
 2pm-4pm Ladies’ Badminton in Recreation Hall

7.30pm Explorer Scouts in Recreation Hall
Tuesday 27th 9am-5pm Prayer space available in Kirk House with a
  gathering at 12noon for joint prayer
 9.30-10.30am Ministry Team Mtg in McDonald Room
 2.30pm Service in Guthrie House Care Home
 5pm-6pm Squirrels in Anderson Hall
 5.15-6.15pm  93rd Rainbows in Small Hall
 6.15-9pm Boys’ Brigade in Recreation Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd Brownies in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd A Brownies in Small Hall
 7.30pm Gathering for Prayer on Zoom
 8.15-9.45pm  Scottish Country Dancing in Anderson Hall
 Wed. 28th 10am-12noon Toddler Group in Recreation Hall
 6pm-7.15pm Beavers in Anderson Hall
 6.30-8pm 93rd C Brownies in Small Hall
 6.30-8pm Cubs in Recreation Hall
 7.30-9pm 93rd A Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30pm Gathering for Praise in the Wilson Hall
Thursday 29th 2pm-4pm Senior Citizens’ Club in the Anderson Hall

7pm-9pm 93rd Guides in Anderson Hall
 7.30-9pm Scouts in Recreation Hall
Friday 30th 1pm-4.30pm  Warm Hub & IT Clinic in the Kirk Centre

5.30-6.30pm  93rd B Rainbows in Recreation Hall
Saturday 31st  4pm-6pm Messy Church in the Kirk Centre

February 2026 
Sunday 1st 8am Sunday reflection available on Website and 

Facebook
 9.30am Shorter Service in the Kirk

10.20am Prayer time in the Elders’ Room
 11am Service in the Kirk and on Zoom (with 

Crèche and Sunday Club)
  Preacher: Elliot Mitchell
 6.30pm Café Church in the Kirk Centre



Dec 25 & Jan 26 Page 17

SCOTTISH WALDENSIAN SOCIETY
LIBERTON KIRK WORLD MISSION TEAM

"WITH GREAT PLEASURE"
A programme of songs, poems, music and readings, 

mostly in a light-hearted spirit

Presented by DAVID A. LAMB

With help from the younger members of the Lamb Family: 
ANGUS LAMB; ANNIE LAMB; ARCHIE LAMB; SANDY LAMB

in Liberton Kirk Centre, Edinburgh
on Saturday, 14 February 2026 at 2:30 PM

Suggested Donation: £10 (includes refreshments)
This event is presented for the benefit of the Scottish Waldensian Society and the 

Liberton Kirk World Mission Team 
Contact: David A. Lamb, Tel: 0131-664 3059, Email: david@dlamb.co.uk

World Mission Sunday - 25 January 2025
Join us at Liberton Kirk for our annual 
Mission Sunday, on 25th January, when 
we will hear from Norman Liddle of the 
Scottish Bible Society.  Norman will 
focus on the Bible Society’s overseas 
work.  God’s heart was for the world, 
and this charity is committed to 
o�ering the Bible to unreached peoples 
throughout the world and changing 
their lives.  This year has seen the 
Society o�er Bible-based crisis 
responses in Ukraine and the Holy 
Land as well as reaching out to new 
believers in Iran.  Please come along to 
find out more.  All welcome.  

 World Mission Team
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Sunday Morning Worship
9.30am and 11am

Everybody is most welcome at both services. The first service is a short 
traditional service and the second is contemporary family worship with 
programmes for the children in the nearby church halls. Sound and vision are 
also piped into a side room in the church for parents with young children and 
toys are available (for the children). There is a loop system for those who use a 
hearing aid. The second service is also on Zoom—for access details contact 
rollkeeper@libertonkirk.net

Elders’ Duties December and January
DECEMBER JANUARY

9.30 1 West David Lamb Alan Carmichael
 2 East Christina Young Tom Baxendale

10.30  1 West Jill Niven Rosalyn Wilson
11.00 2 East Janice Wilson Marie-Louise Robb
 3 Gallery Kim Denholm Bill Robb
 4 Front gate Dave Storey Netta Rough
 5 Banker David Lamb Rink van Dijke

Readings/Prayers at Morning Services – If you would like to read the bible 
lesson  or lead the prayers of intercession at Morning Services occasionally, 
please let Laura (facilities@libertonkirk.net) know.

Care Home Service Volunteers – We are looking for more volunteers to 
continue the services we run in Local Care homes on Tuesdays at 2.30pm (two 
services a month). For more information contact robertsnedden1950@gmail.
com

COLLECTIONS FOR 
FOODBANK/FRESH START/RE-CYCLING etc

Please note that while the Nativity display is in the 
Kirkyard any contributions to collections normally made 
in the O�ering House should be left in the McDonald 
Room in the Kirk Centre (just on the left as you enter the 
main door).   This will apply from Saturday 6th December 
to Saturday 3rd January, but note also that the Kirk Centre 
will be closed much of the time in the weeks of 
Christmas and New Year. During that period you can 
bring donations on Sunday mornings between 10am and 
1pm.         N.B.  We no longer collect Bottle Tops! 
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Liberton Kirk Devotions December 2025
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour 
and glory and power, for ever and ever!” The four living creatures said, 

“Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
Revelation 5 verses 13 and 14

During 2025 we have been looking daily at the theme of  ITS ALL ABOUT 
JESUS.  We have considered some of the things He did and said and how the 
Early Church followed His teachings.
In December we journey through the season of Advent and CHRISTmas with 
several Bible passages.

We are all invited to listen for God’s voice 
and make our response as we journey 

together daily in our ‘rhythm of devotion’ in 2025

These Devotions are but one way to feed on God’s Word in the morning, at 
midday,  in the evening to pray with Him continually through the day and even 
to share with others the treasures or hurdles you discover. 

The Church website and Facebook page (even on a handy mobile) provide a 
fuller daily devotional page. However it all follows the pattern below into which 
the information provided fits, based on the Kirk’s origins of the Celtic and 
Northumbrian traditions which we started as a church family in 2015. We 
pause at our times of Midday Devotion to pray for others in our church family, 
our city and our world. 

Morning
Reading and Meditation on the
content and prayer of response

Midday
Prayer – mostly for others

Evening
Verse(s) from the morning reading

Reflection and Prayer at the
end of the day

Please use this pattern if you are unable to access the internet, or contact Alastair
Cameron who can print the daily pattern for you.
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Mon 1 Morning – REVELATION 1:4-8 –   Pause and listen with God this morning. 
Consider what is said here… then turn to pray to this God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on our wider SEECOS Church family
Evening – read the words again – reflect..then pray to the LORD our God.

.Tues 2 Morning   - REVELATION 1:9-20 - consider these particular words
 this   new morning and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – Be still and know the peace of God as you ask, seek and knock
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on what is said here and pray

Wed 3 Morning –   REVELATION 2:1-7 –   As we pause with God,   we
 consider these words this morning… And then pray in response to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those Kirkgate Café volunteers.
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God.

Thurs 4 Morning –   REVELATION 2:8-11 –   as we pause with Jesus we take time   
to consider these words and truths afresh   - And then pray to this God.
Midday –   We pray God’s blessing on Emily and Laura.
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response.

Fri 5 Morning   –   REVELATION 2:12-17 - we take time to consider these  
words this morning …. And then we pray to this God in response.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our church Prayer List.
Evening – read these set words again…reflect.. and then pray to God .

Sat 6 Morning – REVELATION 2:18-29 –   as we pause with God, take time to 
consider these particular words today..y…….And then pray in response.
Midday – pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today.
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God .

.Sun 7 Morning –    REVELATION 3:1-6 – as we pause with God today we 
consider these truths …..and then respond in prayer with Him.
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Month as your own prayer .
Evening – read the words again – reflect, then pray in response to God.

Mon 8 Morning –   REVELATION 3:7-13 –   Pause with God this new morning. 
Prayerfully consider these words written here…And then turn to prayer.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on the Church across Scotland.
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..then pray to the LORD our God.

Tues 9 Morning   – REVELATIOn 3:14-22    - consider this passage this new 
morning and then respond in prayer to this God, our God.
Midday – Be still and know the peace of God as you ask, seek and knock.
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on what is said here and then
pray to this God we believe in.

Wed 10 Morning –   REVELATION chapter 4 –   As we pause with God, we take 
the time to consider these verses … And then pray in response to God.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those missing loved ones.
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God.

Thurs 11 Morning –   REVELATION chapter 5 –   as we pause with Jesus today, we 
take time to consider these verses - And then pray to Him.
Midday –   We pray God’s blessing on Ruth Davies and Fiona Devoy.
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response.
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.Fri 12 Morning   –    REVELATION chapter 20 –   we take time with God to 
consider these particular words on this Sunday morning ….
And then we pray to Father God in response, humbly, honestly.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our church Prayer List.
Evening – read these verses again…reflect.. and then pray to God  as we 
step into the weekend – together – with Him.

Sat 13 Morning – REVELATION chapter 21 –   as we pause with God, we take
 time to consider these particular words today…….And then pray.  
Midday – pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today.
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God .

Sun 14 Morning –    REVELATION chapter 22 – as we pause with God we  
consider these final words in the Bible  …..and then respond in prayer. 
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Month as your own prayer.
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray to our God.

.Mon 15 Morning –  PHILIPPIANS– ZECHARIAH 9:9-17   –   Pause with God this 
new day.  Consider these words written here…And then turn to pray 
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on friends and colleagues
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..then pray to the LORD our God

Tues 16 Morning   – MICAH chapter 5-   as we pause with God today, we 
consider this passage this morning and then respond in prayer to God
Midday – Be still and know the peace of God as you ask, seek and knock
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on all that is said here and 
then turn to pray to this God we believe in

Wed 17 Morning –  DANIEL chapter 10 –   As we pause with God, we take 
time to consider these words … And then pray in response to this God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on Chris Brandie and Elliot
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God

Thurs 18 Morning –  ISAIAH 7:1-17   –   as we pause with Jesus, we take time  to 
consider these words - And then pray to this God
Midday –   We pray God’s blessing on those on our Christmas cards lists
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response.

Fri 19 Morning  –Morning –   ISAIAH 9:1-7   - we take time to consider these 
words this morning …. And then we pray to this God of promise
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our church Prayer List
Evening – read these set words again…reflect.. and then pray to God 

Sat 20 Morning – PSALM 24   –   as we pause with God, we take 
time to consider these particular words today…….And then pray
Midday – pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God 

Sun 21 Morning    -   LUKE 1:26-38   -   As we pause with God  today we consider 
these truths …..and then we take the time to respond in prayer with Him 
– asking, seeking, knocking
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Month as your own prayer
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray in response to 
God
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Mon 22 Morning –   LUKE 1_39-56    –   Pause with God this new morning. 
Prayerfully consider these words written here…And then pray to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on our neighbours
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..then pray to the LORD our God

Tues 23 Morning   – LUKE 2:1-7   - consider this passage as this new 
day begins …and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – Be still and know the peace of God as you ask, seek and knock
Evening – read the verses again – reflect on all that is said here and then
pray to this God we believe in

Wed 24 Morning –   LUKE 2:8-14   –   As we pause with God, we 
take the time to consider these words … then pray in response to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those facing a lonely Christmas Day
Evening – read these words again, reflect and pray to Father God

Thu 25 Morning –   LUKE 2:15-21   –   as we pause with Jesus the Christ, we  
consider these particular words - then pray to  this God we believe in
Midday –   We pray God’s blessing on family and friends this special day
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response .

Fri 26 Morning   –   LUKE 2:22-35 - we take time to consider 
these words this   Friday morning …. And then we pray to this God 
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our church Prayer List
Evening – read these set words again.. …reflect.. and then pray to God

Sat 27 Morning – LUKE 2:36-40 – as we pause with God, we take the 
time to   consider these particular words today…….And then pray
Midday – pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God

Sun 28 Morning –   MATTHEW 2:1-10   –      As we pause with God today we 
consider these truths …..and then respond in prayer with Him –
asking, seeking, knocking on Heaven’s door
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Month as your own prayer
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray in response to God

Mon 29 Morning –   MATTHEW 2:11-18   –   Pause with God as the day starts. 
Prayerfully consider these words written here…And then turn to pray 
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on Cammy, Dougie and Gordon and 
families
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..then pray to the LORD our God

Tues 30 Morning   – MATTHEW 2:19-23   - consider this passage as this new 
day begins …and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – Be still and know the peace of God as you ask, seek and knock
Evening – read the verses again – reflect on all that is said here and then
pray to this God we believe in

Wed 31 Morning –   HEBREWS 13 v 8   –   As we pause with God, we take 
the time to consider these words for 2026 … then pray in response 
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on our link groups in 2026
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to Jesus



Liberton Kirk Devotions January 2025
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my 

rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.  Psalms 18 verse 2

During 2026 we shall be looking daily at the theme of  
DAVID – GODLY WARRIOR KING.  We will consider the 
things he did and said and also travel through the PSALMS.
We pause at our times of Midday Devotion to pray for 
others in our church family, our city and our world. 

In January we start the journey in the Psalms as we 
consider the truths behind the words…familiar and 
unfamiliar.

We are all invited to listen for God’s voice and make our 
response as we journey together daily in our ‘rhythm of 

devotion’ in 2026.

These Devotions are but one way to feed on God’s Word in the morning, at 
midday,  in the evening to pray with Him continually through the day and even 
to share with others the treasures or hurdles you discover. 

The Church website and Facebook page (even on a handy mobile) provide a 
fuller daily devotional page. However it all follows the pattern below into which 
the information provided fits, based on the Kirk’s origins of the Celtic and 
Northumbrian traditions which we started as a church family in 2015. We 
pause at our times of Midday Devotion to pray for others in our church family, 
our city and our world. 

Morning
Reading and Meditation on the
content and prayer of response

Midday
Prayer – mostly for others

Evening
Verse(s) from the morning reading

Reflection and Prayer at the
end of the day

Please use this pattern if you are unable to access the internet, or contact Alastair
Cameron who can print the daily pattern for you.
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Thu 1 Morning   - PSALM 1   - consider these particular words
 this   new morning and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Brunei
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on what is said here and pray

Fri 2 Morning –   PSALM 2   –   As we pause with God,   we  consider these 
words this morning… And then pray in response to this God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our church Prayer List
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God.

Sat 3 Morning –   PSALM 3   –   as we pause with Jesus we take time   to 
consider these words of David in prayer   - And then we pray to God
Midday –   pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response

Sun 4 Morning   –   PSALM 4   - we take time to consider these words this 
morning …. And then we pray to this God in response
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Year as your own prayer
Evening – read these set words again…reflect.. and then pray to God.

Mon 5 Morning – PSALM 5   –   as we pause with God, take time to consider 
these particular words today..…….And then pray in response
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Pakistan
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God.

Tues 6 Morning –    PSALM 6   – as we pause with God today we consider these 
words of prayer …..and then respond in prayer with Him
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak – ask, seek, knock – hear!
Evening – read the words again – reflect and pray in response to God.

Wed 7 Morning –   PSALM 7   –   Pause with God this new morning. Prayerfully 
consider these words written here…And then turn to prayer
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Laos
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..and then pray to God

Thu 8 Morning   – PSALM 8   - consider this passage this new morning and then 
respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Indonesia
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on what is said here and 
then pray to this God we believe in

Fri 9 Morning –   PSALM 9   –   As we pause with God, we take the time to 
consider these verses … And then pray in response to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on our Church Prayer list
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God

Sat 10 Morning –   PSALM 10   –   as we pause with Jesus today, 
we take time to consider these verses - And then pray to Him.
Midday –   pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response 

Sun 11 Morning   –    PSALM 11   –   we take time with God to consider these 
particular words on this Sunday morning ….
And then we pray to Father God in response, humbly, honestly.
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Year as your own prayer



Dec 25 & Jan 26 Page 25

Evening – read these verses again…reflect.. and then pray to God
 we step into a new week – together – with Him

Mon 12 Morning – PSALM 12   –   as we pause with God, we take
 time to consider these particular words today…….And then pray 
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Bhutan
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God 

Tues 13 Morning –    PSALM 13   – as we pause with God we  consider these 
words from David …..and then respond in prayer with our words
Midday – take time to listen for God – ask, seek, knock – hear!
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray  to God

Wed 14 Morning –  PSALM 14   –   Pause with God this new day.
 Consider these words written here…And then turn to pray to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in China
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..and then pray to God

Thu 15 Morning   – PSALM 15   -   as we pause with God today, we 
consider this passage this morning and then respond in prayer to God.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Bangladesh
Evening – read the set verses again – reflect on all that is said here and 
then turn to pray to this God we believe in

Fri 16 Morning –  PSALM 16   –   As we pause with God, we take time to 
consider these words … And then pray in response to this God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our Church Prayer List
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God

Sat 17 Morning –  PSALM 17   –   as we pause with Jesus, we take time to 
consider these words - And then pray to this God
Midday –   pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response .

Sun 18 Morning  –Morning –   PSALM 18:1-19   - we take time to consider these 
words of David this morning …. And then we pray to God in response
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Year as your own prayer
Evening – read these set words again…reflect.. and then pray to God 

Mon 19 Morning – PSALM 18:20-45   –   as we pause with God, we take time to 
consider these particular words today…….And then we pray
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Vietnam
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God 

Tues 20 Morning    -   PSALM 18:46-50   -   As we pause with God  today we 
consider these truths …..and then we take the time to respond in 
prayer with Him – asking, seeking, knocking
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak – ask, seek, knock – hear!
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray ito God

Wed 21 Morning –   PSALM 19   –   Pause with God this morning. 
Prayerfully consider these words written here…And then pray to God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Central Asia
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..and then pray to God
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Thu 22 Morning   –PSALM 20 - consider this passage as this new 
day begins …and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Sri Lanka
Evening – read the verses again – reflect on all that is said here and then
pray to this God we believe in

Fri 23 Morning –   PSALM 21   –   As we pause with God, we take the time to 
consider these words … And then pray in response to this God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on those on our Church Prayer List
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God

Sat 24 Morning –   PSALM 22    –   as we pause with Jesus, we consider these 
words - And then pray to this God we believe in
Midday –   pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response .

Sun 25 Morning   –   PSALM 23 - we take time to consider these very familiar 
words this   Sunday morning …. And then we pray to this God in response
Midday – pray the words of the Prayer for the Year as your own prayer
Evening – read these set words again.. …reflect.. and then pray to God

Mon 26 Morning – PSALM 24 – as we pause with God, we take the time to   
consider these particular words today…….And then pray in response
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in North Korea
Evening – read the verses again – reflect and then pray to God.

Tues 27 Morning –   PSALM 25   –      As we pause with God today we 
consider these truths …..and then respond in prayer with Him –
asking, seeking, knocking on Heaven’s door
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak – ask, seek, knock – hear!
Evening – read the words again – reflect and then pray in response to God

Wed 28 Morning –   PSALM 26   –   Pause with God as the day starts. 
Prayerfully consider these words written here…And turn to pray to Him.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Burkina Faso
Evening – read the verses again – reflect..and then pray to God

Thu 29 Morning   – PSALM 27   - consider this passage as this new 
day begins …and then respond in prayer to this God, our God
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on believers in Niger
Evening – read the verses again – reflect on all that is said here and then
pray to this God we believe in

Fri 30 Morning –   PSALM 28   –   As we pause with God, we take 
the time to consider these words … And then pray in response to Him.
Midday – We pray God’s blessing on our family members and friends
Evening – read these words again, take time to reflect and pray to God.

Sat 31 Morning –   PSALM 29   –   as we pause with Jesus, we consider these 
words - And then pray to this God we believe in 
Midday –   pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as your own prayer today
Evening –   read the verses again – reflect and pray in response to what 
you read
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Kirkgate Café News
Open Monday to Thursday 9am – 2pm 
(last serve at 1.30pm)

2025 has gone by so quickly I can’t quite believe this is the last article of the 
year! 

Our 4th and final 10th year celebration has been completed. 
Thank you to everyone who came along to our European 
night (seen pictured here). It was a lovely night with 
amazing food.

Celebrating our 10th year has been great fun and a reminder 
that it is thanks to all the volunteers and customers we 
made it to our 10th year.  Here is to many more years of 
Kirkgate Café. 

Christmas Lunches  
Christmas lunch tickets are now on sale, for a meal consisting of soup, turkey 
sandwich and mincemeat treat with tea or co�ee. We will host them on 
Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th December in the Small Hall 
where it will be relaxed and peaceful. Tickets are priced at £13.  Booking is 
essential, we have a limited space for each sitting so book now don’t miss 
out. 

Jenny Thomasi, 
Kirkgate Café Manager
kirkgatecafe@libertonkirk.net, 
07894 056216
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There are many talented knitters/sewists in the church as evidenced by the 
shoebox appeal. The warm hub, open Friday 1-4.30pm, is an ideal spot to 
come along for knit and natter/sit and stitch. Bring your own project or take 
part in creating for charities. There will be a box in the o�ering house for 
donations of left over or unwanted yarn to be turned into items for the 
shoebox appeal or fish and chip jumpers etc currently going to Kenya. 
Finished items can also be left there. We would also welcome suggestions 
for specific projects to be made and their destination.
Patterns can be obtained online but if you need any help please contact 
eco@libertonkirk.net, or most Sundays I am at the 9.30am service.

Dorothy Morrison 
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SEECOS Annual Conference 2025
Vision 40K: Our Vision for SE Edinburgh

The annual SEECOS conference took 
place on Saturday 15th November, and 
was attended by over 60 of our members. 
The guest speaker was Mike Parker, an 
Episcopalian priest, living in the area, and 
long-time friend to the local churches. 
We benefited from his long experience of 
parish ministry, and he also provided an 
international perspective, from his work 
abroad with the churches in Egypt. 

Our thoughts were focused on two readings from the book of Acts where the 
early believers were faced with the enormous task of bringing the good news of 
the kingdom to their immediate neighbours, but also to the ends of the earth, 
as well as everywhere in between. And we think we have a challenge with the 
40, 000 in our area! The message to us is – we can’t do everything, but we can 
do the small things that are within our grasp.

We were led in worship by a local praise band, and enjoyed freshly baked 
scones, made by one of our co�ee team, as a reward for coming out to a 
church meeting on a Saturday morning. The event finished with communion 
led by Cammy MacKenzie, with a packed lunch afterwards to continue our 
earlier discussions.

The conference was organized by the 
SEECOS Worship team, which is a 
very small group of three, led by 
Cammy. New volunteers would be 
welcomed to join us. If you are 
interested, please contact us on the 
number below.

Fiona Devoy,

0131-666-1004
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Fundraising Carol Service
Friday 5th December at 7pm

in Ps & Gs Church, 46 York Place, Edinburgh
Thank you to everyone who contributed to CrossReach Sunday and I 
hope  you all now have a better understanding of the life changing 
services provided by CrossReach, our Church of Scotland Charity.
To show your support for CrossReach why don’t you join them for a 
heartwarming night of music, community, and Christmas spirit at their 
fundraising Christmas Carol event?  Set in the beautiful surroundings 
of P’s & G’s Church in Edinburgh, this special event brings together 
choirs, services and supporters to celebrate the festive season and the 
life changing work of CrossReach across Scotland.
Enjoy a festive programme of traditional and contemporary carols, 
performances from local choirs, and an inspiring exhibition of artwork 
from our Heart for Art groups. There will also be a ra�le, refreshments, 
and the chance to purchase CrossReach Christmas cards and gifts on 
the night.
By buying a ticket and joining them you’ll be helping to support 
CrossReach’s vital social care services — o�ering hope, compassion, 
and practical support to children, families, and adults across Scotland.
Let’s celebrate the joy of Christmas together and make a di�erence that 
lasts long beyond Christmas.
You can find details on how to book on their website 

https://www.crossreach.org.uk/christmas-carol-concert-2025 
it will be a good night and get you into the spirit of Christmas.  For further 
information, feel free to contact me. It was a great night last year!

Christine Johnson, 07905 120782
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December Guild Events

Monday, December 1 – Mike Scott: The Colinton Tunnel
Mike Scott will be visiting to present a talk focused on 
the Colinton Tunnel. This promises to be an interesting 
and informative session. 

Monday December 8 - Christmas Social Evening.
Join us for a fun evening with Jill Snowdon. All welcome

Wednesday, December 10 – Afternoon with Liberton 
Primary School - 1:45 PM in the Anderson Hall
We will be joined by pupils from Liberton Primary 
School. This is always a joyful afternoon for everyone 
involved. All are welcome to attend, and we look 
forward to seeing you.

Monday 19 January - Scottish Night” with 
Margaret Anderson and Jim Shields.
Join us for a  Braw Nicht!  Suggested donation of £8 to 
include light refreshments.  Tickets on sale after both 
Services on Sunday 11 and 18 January.  Be sure to get 

your ticket!   We look forward to seeing you there.

For further information, please contact Moira Cocksedge (Secretary)
Tel. 662 0692

The solution to the November Crossword

ACROSS: 1. Bartholomew. 9, Evil one. 10, Adore. 11, Ran. 13, Oreb. 16, 
Zinc. 17, Entail. 18, Hung. 20, Lehi. 21, Joshua. 22, Pity. 23, Wide. 25, Age. 
28, Alarm. 29, Partake. 30, Sennacherib.
DOWN: 2, Alive. 3, Took. 4, Over. 5, Onan. 6, Emotive. 7, Jehoshaphat. 8, 
Melchizedek. 12, A light. 14, Beg. 15, Strong. 19, Not have. 20, Law. 24, 
Iraqi. 25, Amen. 26, Epic. 27, Free.
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Across
1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)
8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
   and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)

December Crossword
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11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
   Edith …. (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
   was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn   (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down
1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
   are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)
5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6  O�er your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God
   (Romans 12:1) (10)
9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)   (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people
   from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)

The solution to the November Crossword is on page 31

Do you know anyone who might be interested in advertising in Liberton 
Kirk Magazine? Current rates are £16-50 per half page, except for the 
parish wide issue in September when the cost is £27-50 per half page.

If you are interested contact the editor at magazine@libertonkirk.net
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SEECAT EVENTS
Carol Singing
We plan to sing carols to shoppers inside 
Morrisons, Gilmerton Road, at lunchtime on 
Saturday, 13th December, 12noon to 1pm.  We 
don’t collect – just sing to cheer people up and 
wish them a happy Christmas.  Why not come 
and join in?

Christian Unity Week
In the South Edinburgh area there have been good relations between the 
Christian denominations for some time, but that is not so everywhere.   If 
Jesus’ desire that we should all be one is to be fulfilled, then prayer is 
needed, and that’s why every year there is a Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity across the globe.   This special Week is usually held in the Northern 
Hemisphere between 18th and 25th January.   The services in our area are:
 Monday 19th January (short service)

2pm at St. Barnabas’ Church, 4 Moredun Park View
Thursday 22nd January (main service, refreshments afterwards) 
7pm at Liberton Kirk

If you can’t come to the services, please pick up a prayer card from the   
Welcome Desks in January and follow the scripture readings and prayers for 
the week at home.   The theme for the week is “’One body, one spirit” 
prepared by Christians in Armenia.   

Ruth Davies (tel. 664 3608)

In the Kirkyard at Christmas
The Nativity scene will be on view in the O�ering 
House and the Kirkyard from 7th December to 2nd

January.  Come and see the familiar words of the 
Christmas story brought to life.

Following this, Word for Today will return with 
thoughts and prayers on a short passage from the 
Bible.   The starting point as usual will be the O�ering 
House at the main gate.
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Senior Citizens’ Club 
December 25

Hullo everyone! Well, the Seniors have had an exciting month.  
Firstly, we had a visit from our MP, Ian Murray and his side-kick 
Saul Sutcli�e.  This was a great surprise for all of us and Ian 
managed to talk to 40% of the members, and promised to come 
back!  It was wonderful for our members to be able to talk to Ian 
face to face. One of the subjects we discussed with Ian and Saul 
was the plight of the SEAG buses.  We used to run 2 buses to the 
club but now can only run one.  The cost is prohibitive.  Saul is 
looking into this.
Secondly, on the day our pals ‘THE CASTAWAYS’ were playing, John and Sue 
Chatten came to the Club for a very special visit!
In October, 1965, John and Sue were in their late teens and lived in Essex.  They 
decided to get married but their families strongly disapproved, so they eloped to 
get married at Gretna.  “It won’t last……”
They couldn’t find Gretna, but driving into Edinburgh, 
they saw the tower of Liberton Kirk and asked if they 
could get married there.  The answer was YES, so they 
were married on 30th October 1965, in our church!  
They came back to Edinburgh to celebrate their 60th 
Anniversary and The Senior’s Club was just about to 
begin so they celebrated with us at the Senior Citizens!!   
It was a ra�le day and they bought tickets.  A lovely 
moment was when they won one of the ra�le prizes.  It 
was the ‘icing on the cake’ for their special celebrations.  
One other wonderful surprise on that day was – MAMA from Guthrie House 
celebrated her 100th birthday a few days earlier!!  She’d had her nails painted.  
We all sang HAPPY BIRTHDAY. A GRAND DAY AT THE CLUB!
Check back in the next issue for all the Christmas shenanigans.

New Year's Lunchtime Concert with 
Philomusica of Edinburgh - see opposite

Lawrence Dunn and His Orchestra return to Liberton Kirk on Tuesday, 30th 
December with a concert on Vivaldi's 'The Four Seasons' featuring narration of 
the sonnets from the original score.
Tickets will be available after church services on December 14th, 21st, and 
28th or on entry to the concert.  Please make any donations, either after 
services or on the day, in cash only. Calum Gubby
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Julie Bell, FdA BA
(Hons) BSc (Hons)
Key Piano Care

• All aspects of piano care
• Tuning, regulation

and repair.
• French Polishing
• Evening and Weekend

Appointments Available

Tel: 0131 663 6672

Mobile: 07840 703249

Email: info@keypianocare.co.uk

Address:34 Woodburn Street,

Dalkeith. EH22 2EN

Friendly Service
Ask for a free quote
OAPs special rates

07555 618 056
Hands-on-cleaning.com

Angela Fitzsimmons 
Manager

Edinburgh

Commercial & Domestic

Carpet cleaning ☑
House cleaning ☑
Stair cleaning ☑

Surgery cleaning ☑
Office cleaning ☑
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Lawn Maintenance
Paths

Turfing
Borders

Tree cutting / Pruning
Fences

Hedge Trimming
Slabbing

Decking & Patios
Planting

Grass Cutting
Snow Clearing

Garden Tidy ups
Bark & Chip spreading

Leaf Clearing
Weed control

Garden Makeovers
Strimming

Landscaping

Contact John Gallagher for a free estimate
- Today -

On 07828 874 603 or 0131 477 6973
With over 40 years greenkeeping and landscaping

experience, I can bring a wealth of knowledge
and high quality workmanship to all your garden

maintenance needs

YOUR NEW GARDEN MAINTENANCE COMPANY

JOHN CAMERON
BLACKSMITH - WELDER

FOR PERSONAL PROMPT SERVICE
WROUGHT IRON WORK

CAST IRON REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS
GATES AND RAILINGS

SECURITY GRILLS
WINDOW BARS

FREE ESTIMATES
41 BLACKFORD GLEN ROAD, EDINBURGH EH16 6TP

tel: 0131 664 9101, mob: 07764 450 175
e-mail: cameron.blacksmith@hotmail.co.uk

(Proprietor - Ian Belleville T/A John Cameron)
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Change of Address
Church Members: If you have moved house, or are about to move,
please fill in the address slip below and hand it to your elder, or mail it 
to the Roll Keeper: Gary Ross, Liberton Kirk O�ice, 30 Kirkgate, 
Edinburgh, EH16 6RY. Thank you.

Name (s)  ........................................................................................

OLD Address  ..................................................................................

NEW Address  .................................................................................

NEW Telephone  ..............................................................................

Moving date  ....................................................................................

You can also email your details to rollkeeper@libertonkirk.net

If you need help with shopping or small jobs, please contact Linda Wright
on 07850 411596, who will try to find someone to help.

In April 2024 Liberton Kirk became part of  
SEECOS, which stands for “South East 
Edinburgh Church of Scotland”. 
It includes Gracemount, Burdiehouse, 
Gilmerton, Moredun and the Inch as well 
as Liberton.

The other congregations within this parish area are:
• Liberton Northfield, at the corner of Gilmerton Road and Mount Vernon 

Road
• Tron Kirk (Gilmerton & Moredun) at the Hub, Ravenscroft Street, in 

Gilmerton and at Craigour Gardens in Moredun
• Gracemount Church, currently meeting in Gracemount Primary School.
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May

McLafferty Joinery
An honest, reliable and friendly joiner with more than
30 years’ experience in all aspects of joinery work
including:

• fitted kitchens
• bedrooms & bespoke storage solutions
• flooring
• curtain rails, cut down doors

For a free estimate call:
Paul McLafferty: 07811 216671
Email: p.mclafferty@sky.com

Cleaner
Esther Rooney

14/3 Castle View House
2 Craigour Place

Edinburgh EH17 7RU

Cleaning work undertaken

Business and Domestic
Stairs, Offices and Houses

£11-50 per hour

please call on
0131 621 4722
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Sunday Services : 9.30am, 11am & 6.30pm
Except during July/August and for two weeks at Christmas when there is only 
one morning service, starting at 10:30am. More details can be found on the 
diary pages.
The services are recorded from time to time for distribution to the 
housebound. It may be possible to record a service on a one-o� basis please 
contact the Church o�ice.

Liberton Kirk - names and addresses
Interim Moderator: Rev Dr David Clarkson, DClarkson@churchofscotland.org.uk
Pastoral Visitor: Linda Wright, tel 07850 411 596, Lwright@libertonkirk.net
Preschool Children & Families Outreach Support: Laura Storey,

email: laura@libertonkirk.net
Youth and Children’s Worker: Emily Kerrigan,

email: youthandchildrensworker@libertonkirk.net
Facilities: tel 07478 111 407. Booking enquiries: facilities@libertonkirk.net
Clerk, Local Leadership Team: Christopher Brandie, 50a Kirk Brae, tel 668 1850

email: sessionclerk@libertonkirk.net
Deputy Clerk: Rink Van Dijke, 21 Kirk Park, EH16 6HZ

tel 664 2178, email: rink@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Jenny MacKenzie, Craiglockhart Financial Services, 

10 Craiglockhart Road, Edinburgh EH14 1HL,
tel. 07899 006 006, email treasurer@seecos.org.uk.

Freewill O�ering & Gift Aid Treasurer: E J Brown, 14 Liberton Drive, EH16 6NN.
tel 664 5008

Rollkeeper: Gary Ross tel 672 1314, email rollkeeper@libertonkirk.net
Magazine Editor: John Cowie, email: magazine@libertonkirk.net
Organist: Calum Gubby, 104 Bughtlin Park, EH12 8UT

tel 07952 902 292. email: calumgubby@protonmail.com
Sunday Club Secretary: Margaret Brandie, 50a Kirk Brae tel 668 1850
Kirkgate Café: Jenni Thomasi tel 07894 056 216, kirkgatecafe@libertonkirk.net
Flower Convenor: Jill Snowdon 29/3 Greenpark EH17 7TB, tel 07823 335585
Convener of Visitors to the Elderly: Contact Linda Wright, (see above)

for church notices. email: churchsecretary@libertonkirk.net
Please note that there is a letterbox at the O�ice door,
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E

Useful numbers
BT Faults 0800 800 151
Virgin Media faults 0845 454 1111

(151 from a Virgin landline)
Electricity - power loss 0800 092 9290
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Scottish Water 0800 0778 778
Police .non-emergency calls > > > 101
Police HQ 0131 311 3131
Royal Infirmary 0131 536 1000
Sick Children’s Hospital 0131 536 0000
NHS24 - free number > > > 111
Edinburgh City Council 0131 200 2323
Clarence (Road Faults) 0800 23 23 23
Council Special Uplift 0131 529 3030
Council House Repairs 0131 200 2345
Scottish Government 0131 556 8400
First Edinburgh - Buses 08708 72 72 71
Lothian Buses 0131 555 6363
Train Times / Enquiries 08457 48 49 50

www.seecos.org.uk

Useful Websites
SEECOS www.seecos.org.uk
Liberton Kirk www.libertonkirk.net
Church of Scotland www.churchofscotland.org.uk
Bethany www.bethanychristiantrust.com
Fresh Start www.freshstartweb.org.uk
Healing Rooms www.healingrooms-scotland.com
City Council www.edinburgh.gov.uk
What’s on in Edinburgh eventsedinburgh.org.uk
Edinburgh Leisure www.edinburghleisure.co.uk
Scottish Executive www.scotland.gov.uk
Liberton & District Community Council libertondcc.wordpress.com
Liberton Association libertonassociation.co.uk
Train times www.nationalrail.co.uk
Bus times lothianbuses.com
Airport arrivals www.edinburghairport.com
Weather information www.metcheck.com/V40/UK/HOME
Road traffic information www.trafficscotland.org

Editor’s note
Material for the February Issue 
can be sent at any time; but no 
later than Sunday January 11.
Information should be sent to
magazine@libertonkirk.net

The inclusion of an advert in 
this Magazine does not imply 
a recommendation. Contacts 
made with advertisers are 
made at your own risk and no 
liability will be accepted by 
Liberton Kirk.
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More informationis o the websit at seecos.org.uk.

Weekly Groups
—Friday morning in the Kirk Centre

Ruth Davies, r.davies335@btinternet.com, 664 3608
—Thursday evenings in Blackford Avenue

Erik Storey, 07583309531, erik-ze-viking@hotmail.com

Fortnightly Groups
—Tuesday evening in various homes

Veronica Craig, veronicacraig41@gmail.com
—Thrive - Wednesday evening in various homes

     Andrea Wilson, andrea.doeschl@gmail.com,
07910 471174

—Wednesday evening in various homes
Barbara Cameron, 07594195084

—Wednesday evening in 162 Alnwickhill Road
Elizabeth (lizsnedden@gmail.com) & Robert Snedden
(robertsnedden1950@gmail.com), 664 1720

—Thursday evening, Kirk Park
Rink van Dijke, rink@talktalk.net, 664 2178

—Thursday evening in Liberton Grange.
Linda Brown mammab176@gmail.com, 07516 811854, or
Laura Crooke lauraec83@gmail.com, 07566 265816

If you would like to join a group (where we meet to grow upwardly, 
inwardly and outwardly), or want more information, contact:

Rink van Dijke (rink@talktalk.net)
or Caroline Barlee (barlee@blueyonder.co.uk)

or the Group you are interested in.

www.seecos.org.uk - Scottish Charity Number SC011602

libertonkirk.net seecos.org.uk


